SACRED COWS & FALSE PROPHETS

TRAVERSING HISTORY AND RELIGION IN SOUTH ASIA

04.21.06

This conference to honor the scholarship
and mentorship of Ronald B. Inden,
emeritus Professor of History at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, revolves around some of
his central concerns and themes in history
and religion of India: imperial formations
and agency in Indian history, production

and consumption of texts in their environ-
ments, historical constructions and repre-
sentations in Orientalist and post-Orientalist
scholarship, historiography and the ideas of
history.

1:30 - 7:00 IDA NOYES HALL . UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
1:30 Welcome

1:45 - 2:15 Introduction by Daud Ali (SOAS)

2:15 - 2:30 Break

2:30 - 4:45 On History

Richard H. Davis (Bard) [Discussant]
Charles Hallisey (UW-Madison), An Agent in Time: Buddhist Historiography
as an Ethical Genre
Jon Walters (Whitman), Buddhist Historians afier the World-wish: Rajavaliya

Reappraised
Bronwen Bledsoe (Cornell), One fierce stava: Buddhist knowledge repurposed in
Saiwa Kathmandu

4:45 - 5:00 Break

5:00 - 6:00 Informal Festschrift Meeting

6:00 - 7:00 Keynote: Vinay Lal (UCLA)

Intolerance for "Hindu Tolerance”: Hinduism, Religious Violence in Pre-modern
India, and the Contours of Public Discourse

7:30 Dinner




9:30 - 5:00 IDA NOYES HALL . UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

9:30 - 12:15 On Memory
Faisal Devji (New School) [Discussant]

Pedram Partovi (Chicago), Martyrdom in the Iraman Cinema of
Sacred Defense

Gautam Ghosh (Penn),7he Privileges of Citizenship in
Transnational Time

Sudipta Sen (UC-Davis), 7he Historian’s Dream: The Past as

Onetric Inspiration in Nineteenth Century Bengal

04.22.06

12:15-1:30 Lunch
SACRED COWS & 1 :30 - 2:45 ROH,S Presentation
FALSE PROPHETS
2:45 - 3:00 Break
3:00 - 5:00 On Site

Parimal Patil (Harvard) [Discussant]
Ajay K. Rao (Harvard), Srwaisnavas and the Royal Rama Cult at
Vyayanagara.
Prithvi Datta Chandra Shobhi (Chicago), When Theologians
do not follow rules of Historicism!
Michael Rabe (Xavier), Contextualizing the Portrait Bronzes of

Krishnadeva Raya and his Wives

5:00 Break

5:15 - 5:30 Concluding Remarks

Ronapalooza made possible thanks to: Committee on Southern Asian Studies, Division of the Humanities, Division of the Social Sciences,
Department of History and the Norman Wait Harris Fund.
| would like to give special thanks to Prithvi Datta Chandra Shobhi, Ajay Rao, Daud Ali, John Kelly, Prasenjit Duara, Sally Noble, Steve Lund, Judy

Wemhoff and Sean Dowdy for their help, generosity and guidance - Manan Ahmed.



